A

'

Brothersin Blue

his past weekend of Brothersin Blue

(NCCF December 2002) was a real

blessing for all of us, the candidates,
the palanca team, and the team. The talks
touched alot of the candidates in many dif-
ferent ways. | know when | went through
Brothers in Blue while | was in the
InnerChange Freedom Initiative program, |
felt tearsfalling from my eyes, because one
of the guest speakers touched a part of my
past life.

We had twenty-five candidates, sixteen
palancateam membersand twenty-two out-
side team members at the Brothers in Blue
weekend. You could feel the Holy Spirit
moving throughout the whole weekend, es-
pecially when the candidates were partici-
pating in the catacomb service. There were
fifteen talks and many of these talks were
on Grace.

If you have never been to a Brothersin
Blue, | ask that you sign up for the next
Brothersin Blue, which will be April 3-6 at
NCCF and June 12-15 at FDCF.

The Brothers in Blue is a weekend you
will never forget. There’'s much to learn
about God and his love for you. | pray that
you will take the time to give up the things
you normally do from Thursday afternoon
to Sunday night and give those days to the
Lord. You'll receive many blessings from
God during this weekend. You' [l meet alot
of Christian brothers and sisters from the
outside who are praying for you everyday
because they love you more than any of you
can fully understand.

My brothers, | ask that you sign up to
attend the next Brothers in Blue weekend.
The deadline at NCCF is March 27. The
deadlineat FDCFisMay 30. Don’t wait too
long to sign up.

— Gary LeCompte
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My Experience with the IFI Program

came to know the IFI program through a few of my good Christian friends in the

Anamosa State Penitentiary in the beginning of 1999. They invited me to one of the
orientation meetingsto get afeel of the goings on in the IFl program.
| finished out the orientation, but | didn’t want to get my hopes up because of thelength
system and had along way to go before they had a possibility of being released. Being that
| had afresh 25 year sentence for attempted murder, | knew | had along way to go before
| could even think of getting any type of release from the Board of Parole.
wanted to join into his kingdom through his program that he
had started, and made it possible to get me there. A few
months later, my DOC counselor told me that | was being
get my hopes up because of what
peoplewere constantly telling me.
It was a couple of months later [ J P
| wasto pack my things becausel
was heading for the IFl program
in the new Newton Correctional
When | got to E unit (aka:
The God Pod), people started
to greet me and welcome me
of very caring Christians.
During the next couple of
wanted mein hiskingdom for
the future work that he had
said | was worthy of doing, and no obstacles would stand in his way.
many years. So, | quit the program in May of 2000, and the DOC sent me to the wonderful
world of Fort Dodge Correctional Facility. If there could be ahell on earth, | would haveto
say that Fort Dodge wasiit. It took me the next eight months to figure out that | couldn’t
back to the IFI program to start all over again.
The following 18 months were all devoted to nothing but self-change, but that change
didn’'t come easy. God really had to break me of my old ways and make me become humble
Gradually | started to become more and more devoted to thewill of the Father in heaven
instead of what | wanted to do to gratify my earthly desires. In all of my years, thiswould
have to be the most difficult thing to overcome, but eventually | learned to lay down my
Everything since then hasn’t been an easy route to follow, but | have to stay on the
straight and narrow or I’ll wind up finding myself in a burning lake of fire when | pass
from the flesh and into the spirit.
Him, but you haveto truly want to change. Otherwise, it will be nothing more than another
fruitless effort put forth to accomplish nothing.
Inclosing | just want to say this. Lovethe Lord your God with all of your heart, with all

of my sentence. IFl didn’t want to take people into the program that had just come into the
The funny thing about God is that time isn't even in his vocabulary. He saw that |
classified for the IFl program, but | still wasn’t trying to
that the DOC officialstold methat
Facility.
freely into their community
days, | fully realized that God
However, my flesh just didn’t want to submit but wanted to stay as it had been for so
continueto live the life that my flesh wanted to live. In January of 2001, | was transported
and obedient once again. This change had to come from inside my own will.
lifein order to find true everlasting lifein Christ Jesus.
Allinal, I would have to say that Jesus Christ can and does save those who truly seek
of your soul, with all of your strength and with all of your mind.

—Dustin J. Allison
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The Prayer of Jabez

his prayer can be found in 1
Chronicles 4:9-10. This little prayer
of Jabez isso powerful that you must
sit down and take the time to read it. Ask

God to enlarge your border as He enlarged

Jabez' border. For the next thirty days, fol-

low the plan outlined below that | havetaken

from The Prayer of Jabez book, page 86;

chapter 7.

1. Pray the Jabez prayer every morning, and
keep a record of your daily prayer by
marking on a calendar or a chart you
make especially for the purpose.

2. Write out the prayer and tape it in your
Bible, in your day-timer, on your bath-
room mirror, or some other place where
you'll be reminded of your new vision.

3. Reread this little book once each week
during the next month, asking God to
show you important insights you may
have missed.

4. Tell one other person of your commit-
ment to your new prayer habit, and ask
him or her to check up on you.

5. Begintokeeparecord of changesinyour
life, especialy the divine appointments
and new opportunities you can relate di-
rectly to the Jabez prayer.

6. Start praying the Jabez prayer for your
family, friends, and local church.

Of course, what you know about this or
any other prayer won't get you anything.
What you know about deliverance won't
deliver you from anything. You can hang the
Jabez prayer on every place in your room,
where you work, and nothing will happen.
It's only what you believe will happen, and
therefore do next, that will release God's
power for you and bring about alife change.
But, when you act, you will step upto God's
best for you. Bruce Wilkinson, who wrote
the book, The Prayer of Jabez, useshisown
experience about what happens when you
pray The Prayer of Jabez. | recommend that
you get a copy of the book The Prayer of
Jabez, when you start out praying the Prayer
of Jabez.

—Gary LeCompte

It Still Hurts

P ety L e PR (5

Vour x-ray showeed o roken fil,
but we Axed i with Fhiansshop. ®

: . ! -

When We Think God isn't Listening

here are times whenwe all feel that we are out here al by ourselves, but let me say

this: when we feel thisway; let'srealize that God never |eaves us or forsake us. For

in these times God is really carrying us in his arms, because he loves us more than
we can fully understand ourselves. When Jesus Christ was on the cross for us, and as his
arms were stretched out, those arms showed us that his love for usiswider than our little
minds could ever start to understand.

Aslong as | have been a Christian, there aretimes | wonder: is God really listening to
my prayers, or am | trying to do these things myself. | became a Christian at an early age of
sixteen or seventeen years old. The church | was going to in Atwater, California, was
called the Bible Baptist Church. | went there for along time before | started trying to do
things my way instead of letting God lead me, or letting him drive my life. God can do a
better job with our lives than anyone of us could ever do.

So the next time you feel or think that God isn't listening to you; think again. He is
awaystherefor everyone of hischildren and even for those who do not believein him. He
istherefor all of usfromthe Brothersand Sistersin Christ to thesinnersand thelost in this
world of his. The old saying isthat “God don’t make no junk,” for we are adopted Sons of
God. So never let anyone or the devil tell you different. In the past fifty-one years | have
made many wrong decisionsin my life from thetime | wasyoung, in my teenage years, the
way | lived my life, and the decision | made that give methislife sentencel’ ve been doing
since June 11th, 1981. On June 11th, 2003; | will have been locked up for twenty-two
years.

Takeit from someone who hasreally messed up hislife, but has been forgiven of all his
sins, because God loves me, and | am his son. My prayer for all of you isthat when you
feel down and out, remember that God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, loves all of you.

— Gary C. LeCompte

And God Said

| said, “God, | hurt.”
And God said, “I know, that’swhy | gave
you tears.” - =\

| said, “God | am so depressed.”

And God said, “That’swhy | gave you
sunshine.”

| said, “God, lifeis so hard.”

And God said, “That’swhy | gave you
loved ones.”
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| said, “God, my loved one died.”
And God said, “So did mine.”
| said, “God, it issuch aloss. “
And God said, “I saw mine nailed to a
Cross.”
| said, “God, but your loved one lives.”
And God said, “So does yours.”
| said, “God, where are they now?’
And God said, “Mineison my right, and
yoursisinthelight.”
| said, “God, it hurts.”
And God said, “I know.”
Posted on the wall at the
Oklahoma City bombing site by
K. C. and Myke Kuzmic, Sockton, CA

The officia publication of The Church of
the Damascus Road, a Christian Commu-
nity of Reconciliation, serving the inmate
population of the medium security units at
Rockwell City and Fort Dodge, lowa.

Gary LeCompte, Editor,

If you are reading a copy of this letter
that is not yours, you can subscribe and re-
ceive your own copy by writing to:

The Church of the Damascus Road

PO Box 834

Fort Dodge, IA 50501-0834

Officeat St. Olaf Lutheran Church

239 North 11th Street, Fort Dodge

515-955-3579
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Longings
take abreath and think of you. My heart
isawreck dreaming of you. Locked from
your world by this razor wire. My soul
twists up as it catches on fire. All that I've
got are some picturesof you. | dream of your
Mom and the few good things we had. I'd
give up my life to hear you say “Dad.” It's
never your fault, you're just four years old.
I’ve got to make it right before you're too
old. If I could go back and unraise my hand,
your Mom would be my wife and our love
would make you glad.
| was full of dark pride and too many
drugs. | gave it all up because | was too
proud. Too proud to admit that what | did
was wrong. Too proud to admit that | still
love your Mom. “Too proud to admit,”
should bemy song. Lord, take away my sins.
All | need isyou and your Mom to share
our lives together, happy and sad, to make
your world better by having areal Dad. God,
| giveyou my hand and hope sheknows|’m
holding hers, too. | missmy littlegirl. | love
her very much. God bless you and may he
bring us together soon!
— Thomas C. Blank, FDCF 12-16-02

Put on Your Armor

AsHeaven and Hell struggle for me,
Forces of light, darkness, and those you can’t see.
Put on your armar, your trust and your faith
Believein the holy one, and seal your fate.
We're on ajourney of good and bad,
Life's ups and downs of happy and sad.
Don't let sinfulness control your life,

Put on your armor, put up afight.

Ask for forgiveness from the Lord of light,
You've known in your heart, wrong from right.
Put on your armor, take avow;

Deliver yourself, from the here and now.
Ask Lord Jesusinto your life,

Let him surround you with his holy light
Put on your armor do it tonight;

Put on your armor and win the fight
—David Bern

The Ones Who Hurt

esit behind these dingy walls day

after day and go up and down the

maze of halls with the hand we
dealt ourselvesin life. We think we should
fold, some of them cry, and some of them
moan, some of the rest talk to each other in
not such anicetone. The oldtimersthey say
they remember the timewhen you never saw
so many kids in prison for longer than
“dimes.”

The one thing that none of us have ever
givenonelittlethought tois, “ Yeah, wecry,
yeah we hurt, but what about the ones at
home, how much do they hurt and, for our
freedom, how hard have they fought?’

Jaremy J Lee, NCCF
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“Fun!

\ Special Times for the Israelites

— & “This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You
W\ shall celebrate it as a festival to the LORD; throughout your
generations you shall observe it ...” Exodus 12:14

The biblical calendar had many feasts and festivals. They were
connected with the changing of the seasons or special events.
Below are some of the special days observed by the Israelites.

Use the code to find the name of the special day and the month of the
Jewish year in which they are celebrated.

CODE:
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
ZYXWVUT SRQPONMLKJ |HGFEDCBA

Season Holiday Month.
1.Endof ____ ________ (New Year) ______
Summer |LHS SZHSZMZS GRSHIR
2.Fall ___ ______ (Day of Atonement) _ _ ___ _
BLN PRKKFI GRSHIR
3. Fall  _______ (Festival of Booths) _ _____
HFPPLGS GRHSIR
4. Winter ___ _____ (Festivalof ______
SZMFPPZS Rededication) PRHOVE
5. Winter _____ (Festival of Lots)  __ __
KFIRN IWZI
6. Spring ___ _____ (Feast of e _
KZHHLEVI Unleavened Bread) MRHZM
7. Spring  _____ . (Feast of Weeks/  _ _ __ _
HSZEF’LG Pentecost) HREZM

URAIG JONARYG */ ATeSIN] [IJA0SSE] ‘g (TepY ‘WLINJ G ‘AS[STY ‘UepInueH %
LYSLL poING ¢ ‘uyst snddry] wog g LYSLL, YeueySe] Ysoy ‘[ SIOMSUY
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When Will 1t End?

1865: Abraham Lincoln, 16th President of
the U.S. was assassinated. 1901: William
McKinley, 25th President of the
U.S. was assassinated. 1963: John
F. Kennedy, 35th President of
the U.S. was assassinated. 1974
Richard M. Nixon, 37th Presi-
dent of the U.S. resigned.
1997: Bill Clinton, 42nd
President of the U.S.
committed adultery.
September 11,
2001: the nation
once again suf-
fered a terrible
tragedy.
When will
it all end? I’l1Y/" tell you. It will
end whenweasAmericans quit
our petty squabbles. When we
truly stand behind the leadersthat
we worked so hard to put in of-
fice, when we take immediate and decisive
action against those who attack and des-
ecrate our Lord, then, and only then, will
we have asmooth and effective government.
— Michael Bennethum 1-16-03

Friends

riends may come, and friends may go.
So | am told. But true friends will
come together inthe end, for they are
bound together with love and strength which
forms an unbreakable link. They treasure
their friendship and hold it within and carry
it with them ‘til the bitter end. And in the
end only the creator can help them mend a
friendship that will never end.
— Matthew Jordan

Commitment

ommitment is what transforms a

promise into reality. It is a word

that speaksboldly of your intentions,

and the actions which speak louder than

words. It is making the time when there is

none, coming through time after time, year

after year. Commitment ismade of the power

to change the face of things. It is the daily
triumph of integrity over skepticism.

Author Unknown
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with you always, eventothe end of the age
(Mattthew 28:20). These werewords of con-
nection. They were words of love, commit-
ment, and promise. They werewordswhich
would drive away al fear. They werewords
which would overwhelm the heart and fill it
with courage. They were words from God
toyou and me. Thisone pillar stands alittle
taller, alittle straighter than the others, apil-
lar bearing a little more of the weight of
manhood than the others. It’'sthe way of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It'sfor
God's sake and for the family’s sake. It's
for the sake of my own soul finding a place,
looking for opportunity, taking theinitiative,
not worrying about feeling awkward,
strange, or out of my element. It’s stepping
in like aman and getting the job started.
You see, | can never bein balance unless
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Contributions invited

he editor of thisnewsletter isinviting

ALL READERS to contribute ar-

ticles, poetry, art work, and opinions
for the newdletter. So don’t be bashful.

Worship & Bible Study

FDCF Fort Dodge
7:00pm Wednesdays ..... Holy Communion
6:30pm Fridays .......cccovrveene Prayer Team
7:00pm Fridays.......cccceveuvennne. Bible Study

NCCF Rockwell City

6:30pm Tuesdays .... Prayer & Bible Study
6:30pm Thursdays ........ Holy Communion



